Rules of Racing – Reading University Head of the River
1. The British Rowing rules of racing will apply in full, together with the following additions.

2. The race will be open to eight oared boats. The fastest crew will be presented with the Roe Challenge Cup, the fastest IM2 crew will be presented with the Coronation Cup and the fastest school crew will be presented with the Bourne Cup. The Mackintosh Trophy will be presented to the fastest University crew. Prizes will be presented to individual oars men and women in the following classes provided there are 3 or more entries: Elite, Senior, IM1, IM2, IM3, Novice, J18, J16 & Veteran

3. There will be an entry fee of £88 per crew.

4. Clubs must provide their own boats, blades and boat trestles. Any equipment left at the University Boathouse must be clearly labelled with the club’s name. The University and the organising committee can accept no responsibility for equipment or personal belongings left at the University Boathouses.

5. In the event of cancellation of the race due to unfavourable weather conditions, river conditions or any other conditions outside its control, the organising committee cannot undertake to refund entries in full.

6. It is the responsibility of Clubs, their coaches and individual athletes to ensure that their equipment complies with the requirements of the British Rowing Water Safety Code. Coaches of junior crews are expected to act in loco parentis, and to undertake pre-race assessment of their boats and crews for safety. It is also the responsibility of individual athletes and their coaches to ensure that they are dressed appropriately for prevailing weather conditions

7. The course will be from the Roebuck Ferry crossing, Tilehurst, downstream to a point just below Caversham Bridge, a distance of approximately 4.6km.

8. The organising committee reserves the right to determine the starting order. Crews will be started in status groups, within these groups; crews will be started in the last available finishing order with new entries starting at the end of their status group. The committee reserves the right to amalgamate classes of less than three entries.

9. All practice outings must be completed 90 minutes before the start of a race.

10. Coxes and Club Captains must look out for any urgent messages concerning conditions or other instructions prior to boating, which will be posted at the registration desk. Race numbers must be clearly visible at all times even when paddling up to the start. 

11. Boats will leave the rafts from 90 minutes before the commencement of the race under the direction of the raft marshal and according to the set boating times issued prior to the race. 

12. ALL CREWS MUST BE BOATED BY 40 MINUTES BEFORE THE START. NO CREW WILL BE ALLOWED TO BOAT WITHIN 30 MINUTES OF THE START.

13. All crews should paddle upstream to the start, keeping to the starboard (Oxfordshire) side of the river. Crews must be above Fisheries Island by 25 minutes before the starting time and above Poplar Island by 15 minutes before the start of that race. All crews must be in their correct marshalling positions, facing upstream, by 10 minutes before the race start. Failure to comply may result in DISQUALIFICATION of the crew concerned.

14. Practice starts will not be permitted in the marshalling area. Failure to comply will result in disqualification.

15. Crews will remain against the bank facing upstream in their allotted positions until directed by a marshal to turn.

16. Crews will be turned one at a time to avoid collision.

17. After turning, crews will be directed down to the start; all crews will come under starters orders and must take their instructions direct from the marshals. Crews late to the start will be lined up at the rear of the race.

18. The races will start at 1030 and 1500 prompt. Crews will be started at 20 second (5-6 boat lengths) intervals, with a 2 minute gap between categories. The order ‘GO’ will be given at a point 25 metres upstream of the Roebuck Hotel landing stage. Timing will commence as the crew passes the Hotel sign post. Crews will be started ‘Bows on’.

19. Coxswains must keep the buoys to port at all times; this is in the interest of safety and must be obeyed. Failure to do so will result in disqualification.

20. Once the race has started overtaking will not be permitted downstream through the Islands for safety reasons. In any other part of the course crews being overtaken must yield to the Berkshire (bowside) station to allow free passage to the overtaking crew on the Oxfordshire (strokeside) station. 

21. After crossing the finishing line crews must continue to paddle alongside Fry’s Island before stopping and turning to return to the landing stages along the Oxfordshire (bowside) side of the island. PLEASE NOTE: Turn close to the lower end of Fry’s Island and well before Reading Bridge to avoid the Weir.

22. Any objections or disputes must be lodged within 30 minutes of the end of the race, at the enquires desk in the Boathouse. On the basis of the Jury Chairman’s decision, disqualifications or time penalties may be imposed. No reduction to a crew’s time will be made. The umpire’s decision is final.

23. Failure to obey instructions given by umpires or marshals may result in disqualification of, or imposition of a time penalty to, the crew concerned.
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